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Minister’s Message

Dear Friends,

As February begins, we find ourselves reflecting on
the many exciting things happening in our church
family over the coming months. From special
celebrations to opportunities for learning and
fellowship, there’s so much to look forward to.

One highlight on the horizon is our Church
Weekend Away in March. These weekends are
always such a blessing—a chance to deepen our
relationships with one another, and with God.
More details will be coming soon, and we hope as
many of you as possible will join us.

Now, | can’t resist mentioning that February also
brings the NFL Super Bowl! Paul and | love
American Football, though we must confess this
season has been a rough one for our teams. My
Dallas Cowboys and Paul’s Tennessee Titans have
both been... well, let’s just say, falling well short of
Super Bowl glory this year. Watching them struggle
has been humbling, but it's also a reminder of
something profound in our spiritual lives.

In 2 Corinthians 12:9, Paul writes: “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Just as our teams must persevere and
regroup after a challenging season, we too can
trust that God'’s strength carries us through our
hardest moments. When life doesn’t go to plan,
God’s grace is constant, steadying us and showing
us the way forward.

Of course, we also recoghise that for most Brits,
American football isn’t exactly taken seriously. It's
an odd spectacle: the endless pauses, the
outlandish commentary, and smashing into each
other. Compared to a brisk 90 minutes of football
(the proper kind!), it must all seem rather
excessive. But perhaps there’s something for us
here, too: in the pauses and preparation, we're
reminded of the value of stepping back, reflecting,
and planning well—something we can all apply in
our faith and our lives.

Looking ahead, we have some wonderful events
this month:

¢ Jacob’s Confirmation Service: On Sunday,
16th February, we’ll celebrate Jacob's
confirmation at Castle Street. It's a privilege to
share in this moment of commitment and
faith, and we hope to see you there.

e Vara’s 100th Birthday: On Thursday, 22nd
February, we give thanks for Vara’s incredible
milestone. Let’s join together in celebrating her
life and faithfulness.

* New Testament in a Year Bible Study:
Professor Judith Lieu will be leading us on
Thursday, 27th February, as part of our New
Testament in a Year series. It promises to be
an inspiring evening, and all are welcome.

And for the women in our church family, don’t
forget the Methodist Women in Britain Weekend
Continued on page 2
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Histon Regular Activities
Sunday Morning Worship 1lam
Monday Craft Club (now weekly) 2—4pm
Wednesday Community Coffee Shop 9:30am—12pm
Wednesday Besom Prayer Meeting (1st Wednesday of the month) 2:30pm
Histon Diary for February 2025
Sun 2 Feb Preacher: Rev J Pathmarajah (Joint service with Castle St) 11am
Wed 5 Feb Besom Prayer Meeting 2:30pm
Sat 8 Feb Coffee Morning 10am-12noon
Sun 9 Feb Preacher: Miss P Salmon 11lam
Sun 16 Feb Preacher: Rev Dr S Jordan (Holy Communion) 11am
Sun 23 Feb Preacher: Mrs V Bullen 11am
Thu 27 Feb New Testament in a Year Study Meeting 7:30pm
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Away from 4th-6th April at Swanwick. Bookings
will open soon, so mark your calendars. This is
always a wonderful opportunity for spiritual
renewal and fellowship, and we encourage you to
consider joining.

As we run the race of faith this February (and
beyond), may we lean on God’s strength and
grace in all we do. Whatever challenges or joys
come your way, remember that you are
surrounded by a loving community and the
unshakable presence of God.

With every blessing,
Rev Jenny

Histon Property Update.
The paintwork on the lower part of the hall walls
has now been refreshed. John Watson is currently
putting in open shelving under a work top in the
old kitchen. Once this has been completed the
idea is to look at everything that we have in
storage, remove what we no longer require, and
then see if we need to create any more shelving.
Currently some regularly used materials are stored
upstairs and they would be better stored in the old
kitchen.

John Wyborn

Histon Sunday Coffee Money

As many of you know, this year the donations for
our Sunday morning coffee are being sent to
Mercy Ships.

All money we raise will be used to directly support
the work of Leo Cheng, who is personally known to
many of us. Leo is a maxillofacial, head, and neck
surgeon, and volunteers regularly to perform life
changing surgery on Mercy Ships in some of the
poorest countries in Africa.

Leo is going to serve on Global Mercy in Sierra
Leone in March and is currently busy sorting out
the latest equipment to purchase for the two
ships. He sends his warmest regards and wishes
to thank everyone for their generosity.

The amount raised from September to the end of
December was £125, and has already been sent.
Let’s see if we can increase that amount during
the next 4 months!

Rosemary Watson and John Wyborn

Castle Street Regular Activities

Sunday

Morning Worship 10am

Sunday United Church at Castle (Second Sunday of the Month) 6:30pm

Wednesday Community Coffee Morning 10:30am-12pm
Wednesday Strength and Balance Exercise Class 12-1pm
Wednesday Table Talk (Student Ministry, University term-time) 7-9pm
Castle Street Diary for February 2025
Sun 2 Feb Joint service at Histon Methodist (Rev J Pathmarajah) 11am
Sun 9 Feb Preacher: Rev B Garwood 10am
Sun 9 Feb Church @ Castle: Mr J Boocock 6:30pm
Sun 16 Feb Preacher: Rev J Pathmarajah (Confirmation and Holy 10am
Communion)
Sun 16 Feb Lunch Club (see separate notice) 12:30pm
Sun 23 Feb Preacher: Mrs J Wynn 10am

https://castlestreet.org.uk
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Castle Street Pastoral Committee
Update

We want to take this opportunity to extend our
heartfelt gratitude to the pastoral visiting team at
Castle Street Methodist Church for their
dedication and service. Your ministry of care and
connection is one of the wonderful things that
makes the Methodist Church so special.

A special thanks goes to Mike Sharpe, who has
served faithfully as the secretary of the pastoral
visiting team for many years. Mike has been an
incredible support and leader, and we are
profoundly grateful for his commitment and the
many ways he has blessed our church through his
service. Thank you, Mike, for all you have done—
you leave a lasting legacy.

This year has brought changes for the pastoral
visiting team. Following Heather’s passing, Mike
has stepped down, and for now, Joyce’s priority is
caring for Mike. Despite these challenges, at our
most recent meeting, we were able to redistribute
everyone so that each member of the
congregation still has a pastoral visitor. We're so
grateful for the team’s hard work in making this

happen. However, with a smaller team, the care
we can offer will understandably look different.

We ask for your understanding and sympathy
during this time. Please be proactive in reaching
out to your pastoral visitor if you need support or
in letting them know if someone else might value
a visit or some help. Together, we can ensure no
one feels left out.

We also encourage everyone to prayerfully
consider whether God might be calling you to join
this vital ministry as a pastoral visitor. Itis a
tremendous privilege to serve in this way, and the
team is a wonderful source of mutual
encouragement and support. If you feel called,
please speak to Rev Jenny—we would love to
welcome you to the team.

At present, the pastoral team members are Sally,
John, Anna, and Fiona, and we are happy to serve
you

Castle Street Pastoral Team

http://histonmethodist.org
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Castle Street Lunch Club

We are thrilled to announce a new initiative at
Castle Street Methodist Church: the Castle Street
Lunch Club! Starting next month, we will be
meeting once a month to enjoy good food, warm
fellowship, and time to connect with one another
in a relaxed setting.

The Lunch Club will take us to a local pub nearby,
where we can enjoy a meal together and support
our local community. It’s a wonderful opportunity
to meet new people, share stories, and deepen
our sense of community over a delicious lunch.

The first outing will take place on on Sunday
February 16th. We'll meet at the church after
coffee—around 12:30pm—to walk over together, or
you can join us directly at the pub if that’'s more
convenient. Everyone is welcome, so do bring a
friend or two!

Each person will cover their own meal cost, and
the menu will cater to a range of tastes and
dietary requirements. We hope this new Lunch
Club will be a chance to strengthen friendships,
make new connections, and share the joy of
community.

To help with bookings and numbers, please let me
know if you're able to come by Sunday 9th
February.

Looking forward to seeing you there
Denise, Castle Street Steward

Congratulations to Our Bible

Readers!

A huge congratulations to everyone who has
completed the incredible journey of reading the
Bible in a year! This is an amazing achievement
and a testament to your dedication, perseverance,
and faith.

To celebrate this milestone, we have prepared
special certificates to honour your
accomplishment. These certificates are a
wonderful way to mark your commitment and can
be proudly displayed as a reminder of this
meaningful journey.

Please see Rev Jenny to receive your certificate.
We are so proud of you and pray that the
experience has enriched your faith and
understanding. Well done to all of you who took on
this challenge and finished it so faithfully!

Churches Weekend Away
21-23 March, Leiston Hall

Thank you to everyone who has signed up for the
church weekend! We are overjoyed with the
enthusiasm and support for this special event.
More detailed information will follow soon, but in
the meantime, we kindly ask that you pay the
remaining deposit if you haven’t done so already.
The total is £75 per person; if you need the
church bank details, just ask a steward.

We are thrilled to announce that Rev Mark
Wakelin will be helping to lead the youth
programme, while Rev Sam McBratney will be
leading the adults programme. Both programmes
are shaping up to be truly inspiring and engaging,
promising an amazing experience for everyone
involved!

Once your payment has been made, please let
Denise or Rev Jenny know so we can keep
everything up to date. Your cooperation helps us
ensure everything runs smoothly as we prepare for
a memorable weekend together.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this, and
we look forward to sharing more details with you
soon!

Histon and Castle Street Methodist

February 2025

The deadline for the March 2025 newsletter is Friday 21st February
Please email contributions to newsletter@histonmethodist.org
or hand them to Chris or Naomi Whitworth

https://castlestreet.org.uk
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Histon Family News

Congratulations to Vara Hedge who will be
celebrating her 100th Birthday on 22nd February!
We send our love and best wishes on this very
special day.

We were sorry to hear that Kathryn Coles was
admitted to hospital soon after arriving in
Scotland to spend Christmas with her family. At
the time of writing, she is still in hospital, has had
double pneumonia, and has other health
problems. She is slowly improving and thanks
everyone for their cards and best wishes.
Kathryn’s brother Christopher was in the same
hospital. She was able to see him, but sadly
Christopher passed away on 6th January. Kathryn
is greatly missed; we send her our love and
prayers for a full recovery.

Condolences to Liz Davis and family on the death
of her husband Pete on 1st December. A Service
of Thanksgiving was held in our church on 14th
January, led by Rev Jenny Pathmarajah. Pete had
been a member of Cottenham Brass Band for
many years, so it was very fitting to have them to
accompany the hymns and play well loved pieces
at the beginning and end of the service. Our
organist, Matthew McCombie, gave a recital of
Karl Jenkins’ Benedictus from The Armed Man.
The large attendance was a tribute to a man who
had obviously touched many lives.

Our condolences also to Veronica Bailey on the
loss of her husband Ted, who passed away on
23rd December. His funeral service was held in
the West Chapel at Cambridge Crematorium led by
Revd Jenny Pathmarajah. It was well attended, a
moving service with well-loved hymns and Ted’s
favourite song, Over the Rainbow, sung by Judy
Garland, was played for the Processional and
Recessional. Veronica and Ted were strong
supporters of our Royal Family, often
photographed watching various Royal events, and

a message from King Charles was amongst the
many cards and letters of condolence Veronica
received. Ted was a real gentleman with a cheery
smile, a much-loved member of our church family
and will be greatly missed.

Our sympathy and prayers to Ray and Judy Wynn
on the death of Ray’s brother John, who passed
away on 28th December. John had a long illness
which was cheerfully and bravely borne; he was
lovingly cared for at home by his wife Heather.

We were saddened to hear of the sudden death of
John Watson’s brother Paul on 29th December.
Paul was a gifted craftsman, and our church has
benefitted from his skills in the past; it is
particularly poignant that Paul made a wooden
crib to be incorporated into Judy’s Nativity display
in the meeting room last month. We send our
condolences to Paul’'s wife Margaret, John and
Rosemary, Paul and John’s sister Joy, and all their
families, and remember them in our prayers.

We are aware that other members of our church
family, including friends at Castle St, have various
health problems, are receiving treatment, and
anxiously waiting results of tests. We assure them
all of our thoughts and prayers.

Castle Street Gift Tree Thanks

To all our friends at Castle Street Methodist
Church;
Thank you so much for providing many wonderful
presents for young people who are a part of
Concrete Rose. | have already had so many
messages of appreciation even before they had
been opened! Christmas can be a difficult time for
many of our young people, but these gifts really
help them to feel special and loved. It is also
significant that they come from a local Church,
and helps them to feel accepted, welcomed and
cared about by God's wider family.

Thank you so much
Mike, Concrete Rose

https://castlestreet.org.uk
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Histon Holiday Club 2025

The Core Team has lost some key members, and
so we are looking for more people to help create,
plan, and organise Holiday Club for 2025. We
need both adults and young people to join the
Core Team.

There are a wide variety of roles on the Core Team
from creative to administrative. We meet roughly
once each month from February to July. If you are
at all interested, please pray and ask Judy for a
Role Description.

Judy Houghton and | have been members of the
Core Team for several years, representing our
church on this ecumenical committee, and Judy
would now like to step back a little from this
commitment.

Although our main contribution as a church has
been to organise refreshments, Naomi, Judy,
Kathryn, and others have also been involved with
the creative activities.

We have enjoyed helping with the planning,
creation, and organisation of this rewarding
annual event, and urge you to consider being part
of a fun and committed team.

Judy Wynn

Histon Methodist Envelope Scheme
We want to express our deepest gratitude for your
ongoing financial contributions to Histon
Methodist Church. Your incredible generosity and
commitment enable us to continue our mission
and sustain the life and ministry of our church
community. We truly could not do this without you.

As some of you know, Kathryn, who faithfully
processes the envelope giving scheme, is
currently in hospital. This has made it quite
challenging to handle contributions through
envelopes at the moment. One of the reasons for
this difficulty is that the envelope scheme is

confidential, and only Kathryn has access to the
information necessary for processing. The church
does not have access to this data, which makes
administration even more complex in her
absence.

To help us manage more effectively during this
period, we encourage you to consider transitioning
your giving to a standing order. This method not
only provides stability and consistency for the
church but also makes administration significantly
easier in the current circumstances. We deeply
appreciate your dedication and understand this
may be a big and significant change for some, but
it would make a huge difference to us, not to
mention our storage capacity as we are legally
required to keep all envelopes for 7 years!

Your financial gifts are vital to the running and life
of Histon Methodist Church, enabling us to serve,
worship, and reach out to our community. We are
truly blessed by your support, and we thank you
from the bottom of our hearts.

If you would like to set up a standing order or
need assistance, please don’t hesitate to reach
out to one of the stewards. Once again, thank you
for your incredible generosity and understanding.
Together, we continue to grow and serve as a
church family.
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Castle Street Merchandise

Many of you have been admiring the hoodies we
had made for our young people when they
attended 3Genenerate last year and have asked if
we will be doing another order. We are pleased to
announce we arel

If you would like to order a hoodie or sweatshirt,
please let Denise know what you would like. They
will be red, with the Castle Street logo on the front
left breast with the word Cambridge written on the
back.

The prices are £25 for a children’s item, and £30
for an adult—the price is the same for a hoodie or
sweatshirt.

To make an order, please email Denise with your
sizes, type, and quantity. To pay, please make an
online payment with the reference MERCH in the
title and your surname, or pay by card at Church
on Sunday with Denise. Your order will be
confirmed via an email from Denise.

Many thanks;
Jenny and Denise

CAMBRIDGE
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